
	   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The	  purpose	  of	  this	  publication	  is	  to	  spread	  
the	  truth,	  to	  sow	  God’s	  good	  seed,	  the	  
Word	  of	  God,	  and	  to	  confront	  religious	  

error	  for	  the	  good	  of	  men’s	  souls.	  
Edited	  by	  Allen	  Dvorak	  
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7:00pm	   	   Bible	  Study	  
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461	  Kelly	  Spring	  Road	  
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 What to preach? Probably most preachers 
have struggled from time to time with the 
selection of a sermon topic. As a particular 
topic is suggested in the reading of Scripture 
or by events, the thought is sometimes, “But I 
have already preached on that topic” or “I 
have already preached several times on that 
topic.” Not boring the brethren is 
commendable, but the preacher who is 
constantly looking for something “new” to 
preach may be headed for trouble. 

Certainly teachers of God’s Word should seek 
to present it in interesting ways and the same 
material can be presented in different ways, 
but God’s Word does not change. Those who 
are faithful to the text will necessarily return 
to the same themes and topics. Of course, it is 
possible for a preacher to “get in a rut” and 
allow virtually every sermon to be about 
attendance, water baptism or instrumental 
music and I am not encouraging or excusing 
that!  
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The value of repeating biblical teaching is 
seen in the writing of the apostle Peter. After 
noting that Christians need to supplement 
their faith with several qualities, he 
continued,  

10 Therefore, brothers, be all the more 
diligent to confirm your calling and 
election, for if you practice these qualities 
you will never fall. 11 For in this way there 
will be richly provided for you an entrance 
into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. 12 Therefore I intend 
always to remind you of these qualities, 
though you know them and are established 
in the truth that you have. 13 I think it right, 
as long as I am in this body, to stir you up 
by way of reminder, 14 since I know that the 
putting off of my body will be soon, as our 
Lord Jesus Christ made clear to me. 15 And 
I will make every effort so that after my 
departure you may be able at any time to 
recall these things. (2 Peter 1:10–15; ESV) 

“A man travels the world over in search of what he needs, 
and returns home to find it.” 

-- George Moore 
 

“Spare the rod and spoil the child – that is true. But, 
beside the rod, keep an apple to give him when he has 

done well.” 
-- Martin Luther 

Notable	  Quotables	  

SOWER 

THE 

	  

Answer to Bible Challenge Question 
The instruction in the question was 
given to Ezekiel, an exilic prophet 
(Ezekiel 4:12). Ezekiel was given 

several other instructions of a similar 
nature, all seemingly for the purpose 
of picturing the horror of the fall of 

Jerusalem. 
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is actually not true! But it has been repeated for so 
long by so many that some probably believe it can 
be found somewhere in the Bible! It is a well-known 
phenomenon that something repeated often 
enough and long enough tends to be believed as 
accurate or true – such is the basis for propaganda, 
political or otherwise. 

God’s Word is truth. Much of what passes for truth 
is merely the opinion of men and is subject to 
change (“Eggs are bad for you…No, they’re 
not…Yes, they are!”). Some doctrines are defended 
as truth simply because they have been confidently 
affirmed often enough in the pulpit without the 
necessary checking against scripture. We need to be 
like the Bereans who checked even the apostle 
Paul’s teaching against the Scriptures (Acts 17:11). 

The Word of God is a deep treasure chest and it is 
unlikely that we will plumb its depths so thoroughly 
that we no longer can add to our knowledge of it. 
However, there are many basic truths that need to 
be repeated, lest we forget them and drift away 
from them in our understanding. The older I 
become, the more I appreciate the value of such 
truths and look forward to hearing them affirmed 
again! 
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Peter recognized that his readers already 
“knew” these qualities and were “established 
in the truth that you have,” but he understood 
the value of reminding them of these things. 
The repetition of things they already knew 
was designed to “stir [them] up.” The apostle 
also wanted his readers to be able to “recall” 
these important things even after he was no 
longer present to remind them. 

It could be said that a preacher never 
addresses the same audience twice. The 
number and identity of the people present in 
an assembly is virtually never the same, 
especially in a larger congregation. More 
difficult to quantify, but just as true is the fact 
that the same people will be at different levels 
of receptivity or capacity to understand at 
different times. For example, a young person 
who has not yet begun listening attentively to 
sermons because of age may be much more 
receptive a year later to a sermon on the same 
topic. But it’s not just age. A sermon on 
marital responsibilities may not receive the 
same attention by a married couple without 
significant problems in their relationship as 
when they are experiencing stress and 
conflict. A particular sermon topic becomes 
much more relevant than in the past if 
listeners are currently struggling with issues 
related to the topic. 
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Parents need to recognize the supreme value 
of repetition in their efforts to mold young 
lives. What do you remember about your 
childhood? Was there something that your 
mother always used to say that has stuck in 
your mind? Was there some maxim that your 
father repeated over and over again? “If it is 
worth doing, it is worth doing well.” Was 
there something that your family did that you 
remember quite clearly because it was a 
“family tradition”? Naturally we remember 
some singular events from our childhood, but 
more frequently we remember those events or 
“sayings” that were repeated with some 
regularity. Parents need to identify those 
truths/lessons that are fundamental to good 
character and repeat them over and over 
again as children grow up. Principles that are 
mated to repetitive actions are more likely to 
be assimilated and remembered. 

The strength of repetition does, however, 
suggest a danger against which we must 
guard. Despite all of the good things that can 
be said about repetition in teaching or 
learning, we need to recognize that while 
truth can be reinforced in our minds by 
repetition, truth is not determined by 
repetition. For example, everybody knows 
that you can’t go swimming for an hour after 
eating or you’ll get cramps and drown 
(another version of this “truth” says thirty 
minutes). This “truth” that is widely accepted 

	  
The Lord told him to bake his barley bread on a fire fueled with human 

dung? 
 

The	  answer	  to	  this	  question	  is	  on	  the	  back	  page.	  
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Bible Challenge Question 

2

Blood	  does	  not	  make	  things	  	  	   	   	   ;	  it	  	   	   	   	   .	  
	  
Examples	  of	  the	  use	  of	  blood	  under	  the	  Law	  of	  Moses:	  
1.	  	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

2.	  	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

3.	  	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

4.	  	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
	  
The	  	   	   	   	  is	  in	  the	  	   	   	   	  (Lev.	  17:11).	  
	  
The	  shedding	  of	  blood	  emphasized	  the	  	   	   	   	   	   	  of	  sin.	  	  
	  
Blood	  could	  make	  a	  person	  	   	   	   	   	  or	  	   	   	   	   	   .	  
	  
“Washed”	  conveys	  the	  idea	  of	  the	  complete	  	  	   	   	   	   	  of	  
sin.	  
	  

Forgiveness	  requires	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   .	  

Sermon	  Notes	  

Washed in Blood 
By	  Allen	  Dvorak	  

Indeed,	  under	  the	  law	  almost	  everything	  is	  	   	   	   	  with	  	   	   ,	  
and	  without	  the	  shedding	  of	  blood	  there	  is	  no	  forgiveness	  of	  sins.	  	  

-‐-‐	  Hebrews	  	   	   ;	  ESV	  	  
	  


